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Welcome

Welcome to church this morning, we
hope you enjoy being with us this
Trinity Sunday.

We are sad to advise of the passing
of Rev Gail’s mother earlier this week
after a lengthy illness. The family are
holding a small private funeral on
Monday and we wish Gail and her
family all our support and God'’s
blessings at this difficult time.

Gail is very grateful for all the
messages of condolence, support and
love she has received from her
friends here.

Lectionary readings
This week 26 May, 2024

Isiah 6: 1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

Next Sunday 2 June, 2024

1 Samuel 8: 4-11
Psalm 139: 1-6,13-18
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 2: 23-3:6

Hands and Feet
First Anniversary

Can you believe it, this month
celebrates the first anniversary of
our great new mission to our
community; the Hands and Feet
program.

You can read more of the history of
the program in Rev Gail’s Column
on the back of this Grapevine.

This has been an amazingly
successful activity involving large
numbers of our own people plus
many from the community itself.

A review of March, April and May
shows we currently provide a tray
of fresh food to an average of 42
families each Wednesday.

Congratulations to our regular
crowd of volunteers who also get a
chance to socialize over a coffee
each week.

If you would like to support the
Hands and Feet program we
encourage everyone to drop your
spare change [or notes] into the
container on the morning tea table
each Sunday
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Rev Gail’'s Column

The article below can be viewed online at:https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/
v/47004/2142119/email.html?k=r548gOdRyCOIwDpsRrMt95IW6bDKAC9OhJOAFgMgRuUAl

About a year ago, my Church Council at Greystanes Uniting Church and | gathered
together to discern God’s call to mission. This is never an easy process, but it was
particularly difficult for my people; a few of them had worked diligently as a team prior to
the 2020 -2021 Covid lockdowns developing a mission strategy, however after the
lockdowns and no minister in placement until August 2022, the work of this team was
shelved and almost forgotten. Perhaps a little shell shocked and still in post covid
recovery, there was little appetite to reinvest in the Mission Strategy Report.

We decided that for the time being we would simply trust God to open the door to mission.
If we were willing to take that step out of the boat, like Peter we too could do anything in
Christ. When people say these things, we sort of believe it, yet we were all quite surprised
when a missional opportunity came knocking straight after that fateful Church Council
meeting.

We received a phone call from Grantham Heights Uniting Church asking us to consider
becoming a partner, like them, with Hands and Feet. Hands and Feet assist people in
many ways; we were being invited to become a weekly fresh food collection venue. A
small truck would bring us pallets of food from the big supermarkets, saving it from landfill
and putting it into the hands of those who can do with a little extra to make ends meet. A
team from my church went to investigate the process and then reported back to Church
Council. We all agreed to give it a go but who would lead the Hands and Feet team and
get things going? Greystanes Uniting Church has a fairly typical aging congregation, with
quite a few ‘active retirees’ and many octogenarians and above.

Again we were all a little surprised when one of our most senior couples put their hands
up to lead the team of volunteers, (supposing we had some). At a congregational meeting
to launch this new missional activity people were asked if they would like to be involved
and once again we were surprised and extremely delighted that just about every hand
went up. God is constantly full of surprises it seems, or was it simply that we took that first
step and allowed God to do what God does?

| could write pages about how wonderful this missional outreach has become. | join the
team every Wednesday and | have seen relationships blossom between the volunteers.
Some are regular church attendees who may never have spoken to one another before
apart from the occasional ‘hello’ of a Sunday morning have developed friendships.

Many of us are building relationships with our clients, with the beautiful people who come
in each week to collect food. Some of us are also on hand to offer a listening ear to our
clients, pastoring to them beyond and across the divide of language, faith and back-
ground. (We are situated in a very multicultural area of Western Sydney).

The Spirit of Pentecost is alive and well on a Wednesday morning in my little Church
tucked away in a nice little leafy suburb attended by ordinary saints, most with grey hair
and the lines of wisdom on their faces. | praise God for their willingness to ‘just do it’.
Rev. Gail Hinton



