23 FEBRUARY, 2025

Welcome

Welcome to worship, we hope you
enjoy being with us.

Lectionary Readings

This week 23 February, 2025

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

Next week 2 March, 2025

Exodus 34:29-35

Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)

Craft Group Request

If you ordered a snake from the
craft group ladies at our book sale in
November, please see Sue, your
snake is ready.
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World Day of Prayer

The annual World Day of Prayer
Service will be at our church on
Friday 7th March at 10.00am.
Morning tea will follow the service
which this year is written by
Christian women in the Cook
Islands. All are invited to attend.

If you are planning to attend and
can bring a plate of food to share
for morning tea, that would be
appreciated.

WORLD DAY OF.
PRAYER
SERVICE 2025

The Cook Islands

‘l made you
wonderful’

wwwaworlddayofprayeraustralia.org
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Greystanes Uniting Church
Cnr Cumberland & Eldridge Roads (P O Box 5064)
Greystanes NSW 2145

Minister: Rev Gail Hinton 0407 269 162
revgail@greystanesuniting.org.au
Office Phone: 9636 3245
Email: office@greystanesuniting.org.au
Website: www.greystanesuniting.org.au

The Old and New Covenants Part Two.

Followers of Christ today have faith in the fact that death is not the end of
life. God’s chosen people in the Old Testament however were less certain
about the afterlife. In the book of Psalms it is clear that the “hope for
future life rests in the continuance of the community, not an individual
afterlife” (the NRSV Study Bible). The place of the dead known as Sheol in
the Psalms is a dark, mysterious, silent pit where God can no longer be
sought after or addressed. With this in mind it makes perfect sense that
the blessings of God refer to wealth and health, offspring and a long life so
that the next generation can flourish and continue the tribal/national
identity of Israel.

When we read the Old Testament it is important to remember that God’s
ancient people only knew God through God’s self -revelation to Abraham,
Moses, and through the Law and the Prophets. They did not know God fully
and finally revealed in Jesus Christ, nor did they have the benefits of over
two thousand years of theological thinking like we have today, literally at
our fingertips. Google just about any theological issue or question and it’s
all right there in front of you (not all good mind you!).

A few weeks ago I heard a great analogy for understanding this shift in
revelation and context between our understanding of God and the way the
Israel knew God. God'’s relationship with Ancient Israel is like a parent
speaking to a young teenager being left at home all alone for the first time.
Without the depths of maturity and sophisticated thinking of an adult we
leave the youngster at home with a long list of instructions, “do not open
the door to anyone,” “do not leave the house to go to a friend’s place”
“don't light any candles”. The ‘do nots’ continue with another firm
command and reminder to “not open the door, never, to anyone”.

God reveals as much of Godself to the Ancient Israelites as they can
comprehend and then helps them live according to God’s loving, just ways
through the Law. Next week we will look at how all this changes because of
the One who changes everything, Jesus Christ.



